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4.  T'^PE  OBSERVATION 
^3  Grounil-Vlaual 


O Ai*-Vttuol 
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1.  DATE  '■  location 

Sep  55  I Rock  iarden,  Tena 

I 


3.  OATE'TIME  CROUP 
Local  - 

r.MT  09/XBQQZ 


k PHOTOS 

□ Yoa 

No  C 


7.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 

0-15 


10.  BRIEP  SUMMARY  OP  SIOHTINO 

.. 

ftinwTB  "t  square,  bixiimlsh,  obj  appeared  to  be 
solid  and  moving  In  circular  motion  at  slow 
speed  and  noved  off  to  NE» 


O Atr-|nt«rc«|^t  Rodor 


KUMaER  OF  OBJECTS  | 9.  COURSE 


11a  COMMEHTS 


UNIDENTIFIED 


12a  conclusions 

O Wol  Balloon 
D Probobf^r  Balloon 

□ Posstbly  BoHoon 

d Was  Aircrotl 

□ Probably  Aircrofl 
D Poiiibly  Aircroff 

O Wos  Aitronomicol 

□ Probobly  Astfonomlcol 
O Poiftibly  Aitronomicol 

^ UNIDENTIFIED 

□ Iniufflclont  Doto  for  Evaluollon 
dXJiUnk  nown 
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C0!u-!H4TS  of  Preparing  Officfe:*: 


1.  Immodiately  upon  recede*  t'  this  report  all  available  loilitary  and 
civilian  organisations  t/ere  cal’.r?  for  additional  irJIonnation  and/or  identification, 
Uo  further  infonuation  was  chtai:,.'d  and  no  identification  was  made. 

2.  There  were  two  military  and  tliree  civilian  aircraft  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  at  the  approximatj  time  of  the  sighting.  Negative  reports  were  made 
regarding  the  object . 

3.  Negative  informatjon  was  received  from  the  local  astronomer  regarding 
astronorru-cal  phenomena.  Mr-gative  information  v;as  received  from  the  Knoscville 
Filter  Center  and  the  663d  AC  W Sq  regarding  additional  reports  or  observations 
of  the  object.  Negative  information  was  received  from  Marcwcll  Flight  Service) 
and  negative  ird.'onnation  was  received  from  the  two  base  fighter  squadron  intel- 
ligence ujiits. 

ii.  The  weather  stal,i,c--iin  at  Nashville  and  Knoxville,  Tennessee  and 
Asheville,  North  Carolina 
sent  balloons  no  at 
aloft.  It  was  Uie  opinl  ; 
was  not  resnonuihle  for  u 


I 


I i tire  contacted.  The  stations  at  ’,'aohville  and  Knoxville 
),ni,  I station  at  Asheville  does  not  send  balloons 
ei"  Lite  personnel  at  Nashville  that  their  balloon 
! si,  nting  because  the  rate  of  ascent  of  the  balloon 
• r ('liuute.  Due  to  the  distance  between  Nashville 
been  well  out  of  sight  vertically  even  if 


I I 


I rectioM.  The  winds  at  TIashville  at  the  time 
t that  they  conceivably  could  liave  carried  the 


^*1 


t -M 


ri.  The  personnel  at  the  Knoxville  weather 


is  approximately  1000  ft 
and  Alcoa,  the  balloon  if 
the  ifinds  had  taken  it  v 
of  tlie  balloon  release  w 
balloon  in  this  general 
station  stated.,  that  they  u‘>n  not  feel  the  j«ashviile  balloon  or  their  own  could 
have  been  responsible  Xc.i  i he  sightiri,-;  due  to  tr.e  rapid  rate  of  ascent  of  the 
balloons.  They  also  sent  or.;  aloft  at  l^OOZ, 

m 

This  sighting  c ■■  suggest  some  typo  of  aircraft  or  .balloon.  It 
v/as  observed  for  ten  to  ' -m  I'dnutes  and  tlxcrefore  had  a very  slow  rate, of 
speed.  However,  all  inli  * i vu  received  regarding  such  a possibility  Vfas 
negative.  The  possibiiit'  the  object  could  have  been -one  of  the  tvxo 

niilitary  jet  aircraft  (F-hhDJ  in  the  air  at  the  time  vfas  ruled  out  by  SOURCE 
when  she  stated  that  she  '’  "'‘d  not  tell  whether  or  not  the  object  made  any 
noise  because  jets  v/cre  off  at  the  time.  Those  ti/o  were  the  only  jets 

aloft  at  the  time,  and  Lii-,  hwe  going  up  on  a routine  training  flight.  It 
is  highly  improbable  that  one  of  the  three  civilian  airlines  aircraft  was 
responsible  for  the  sighting  because  they  came  directly  into  trie  rTunicipal 
Airport  without  being  in  the  air  in  the  immediate  vicinity  for  more  than  five 
minutes.  They  did  not  char;ge  their  courses  radically  as  suggested  by  SOURCE. 
They  were  also  very  low  when  passing  over  Alcoa.  Balloons  from  local  vreather 
stations  must  be  ruled  out  on  the  basis  of  inf om" tier,  received  fron  the 
perconjTCl  at  the  statio 


'R': 

i. 


6,  'Hie  preparirvj  officer  has  no  opinions  rcgartlinj  this  UR'S  unless  it 
was  some  other  type  balloon  about  which  v/e  have  no  information  and  V7hich  would 
rise  at  a different  rate  of  speed  than  weather  balloons,  or  possibly  reach 
a pre-determined  altitude  and  remain  there  as  it  moved  horizont;illy  across 
country.  It  Is  inters 3 ttn-T  to  note,  however,  that  in  spite  of  the;  T,arre  oi?je 
of  ti'ie  object  and  5,u  spitn  of  r<  lou;_;  tl’‘raiion  oT  t’ao  ebcci-'/rit  uw  cih.r 
rjports  of  a ground  sig!iti:'(i  were  made.  Neither’  ’.i-jre  :iry  observations  i.tade  by 
personnel  in  aijs  airborne  ai.rcraft  in  the  immediate  area  at  the  time  of  the 
sighting.  Nothing  showed  up  on  radar  screens  and  the  possibility  of  its  being 
a weather  balloon  has  been  ruled  out  by  weather  personnel.  Add  this  to  the 
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A,  ALMOST  SQUARE 

E large  blackball 
c ercukish 


ir' 


D cm 
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G NOME 


PAGE  TWO  CF  RJESKH  SA 


H NOME 

I OBJECT  APPEARED  TC  BE  SCLIB  A*-.D  KCVIt^G  IN  CIRCULAR  NOTION  KCVIMG 
FROi:  NORTH  TC  NORTHEAST  SLCV  SPEED  AND  NCVED  OFF  TO  NORTHEAST  BEHIND 
TREES  AND  OVER  HORIZON 


A OBSERVER  VJAS  SITTING  IN  YARD  AND  NCTICED  OBJECT  IN  SKY 
! E OBJECT  UP  ABOUT  DECREES 


C OBJECT  UP  CMLY  ABOUT  8“  DEGREES  GOING  EEHING  TREES 
D OBJECT  MOVING  SLOWLY  FROM  NOTRH  TC  NORTHEAST 
E OUT  OF  LINE  OF  VISION  D'lE  TO  TREES  AND  KORU2CN 
F APRX  !■'  TO  15  KllJUTE^ 


* 


A GROUND  VISUAL 

r VCN.OCULARS  OVSERVKR  HAH  lUr  TO  GET  FIKCCULARS  FROM  HOUSE  AND  OVSERVE 
C N/A 

4. 


A ';'91£CC  SEP  55 


E DAY 
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I.  NOME 

S.  NOME  IN  AREA  OF  SIGHT  TNG 

1C.  FIVE  AIRCRAFT  IN  AR>rA  il  SIGHTING 

II.  THERE  HERE  FIVE  KNCVJM  AIRCRAFT  IN  IMMEDIATE  AREA  AT  TIME  OF  SIGHTING 
TVJC  taLITARY  PILOTS  OV SERVED  IXTHING  TJIEEE  AIRLINES  HAVING  AIRCRAFT 


% 1 ft 

i * n 


IR  AT  TIME  OF  SIGHTING  HERE  CALLED  BUT  REPCRTED  NEGATIVE  CESERVATIOSM 


HEATHER  CONDITIONS  WERE  CLEAR  UITH  GOOD  VISIBILITY  NO  WEATHER  BALLOSM 
RELEASED  IN  IMMEDIATE  AREA  FOR  THREE  HOURS  PREVIOUS  TO  OR  FOLLOWING 

SIGHTING  NO  OPSERVATIOMS  RECORDED  ON  RADAR  MC  CL SlRVATI CMS  CALLED 
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SUMMARy;  (/',‘rjfrr  if<  uijnyrf  nf  itpnrf,  Ou  * j'u/  ;j;rifs*h  }Jtit  mf/cMurn  ai 


nd  others 


sighting  by  I'&?a 


FAffr  orJK  I 1>?  3 ' ; r I p ^ to  n o 
HBB^flcoa.  ’i'r>rin»?9Soe, 


io  31  years  old  and  is  a housevfife 


f'Atfr  T*/0;  ff'ivlp : ion  of  sighting  by  Mrs 


wntary  Investigative  Fffort 


)ii  A of  Preparing  Officer 


II,  SUItiiAtlY:  UKjc  sighted  by  >fr3  on  Friday, 

9 Sep  55  at  IBOOZ  in  '■  !e;i3  residential  area  of  Alcoa,  Tennessee  East  of 

fl||||^B|B||M|||ri|y^Aprt,  Tenn  t^CiJG?  0l44).  QEOREF  0244.  Mrs 

^^mPmfjjjllllllPHR^po out  object  to  Mrs  a neighbor, 

as  they  na^"  on  la'ivn  ‘ • . Infor:".3 1 ion  conta  report  was  obtained 

from  the  persons  observ-  * object  o:ii  fraT.  m invest  ig.i* ion  conducied  to 
determine  the  possible  ■<  .f  sighting. 


■ • LT  JAMES  N KLU'AN,  A03 017263 
/IC  S21NK3T  L MUIIN  AF  25185023 


III.  BItfiSTIGATOb 


^AMi-13  N KLlFAIi 
1st  Lt  U3AF 
QIC  mght  2-B 


AP?KO/ED: 


OIJTfaOUrAVi  U¥  OainiKATOR 


D/I,  USAF;  Caadr,  ATIC|  D/I,  35ADivi  Comdr,  4302d  AISSj  OIC,  Flight  2-3,  4602d  AISS 
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AF  FORM  112— PART  It 

A?-PROVED  t JUKE  l«8 


[CUi  silfiCATlOH; 


FROM  (Agaui/) 


Flight  2-P,  ii602d  AISS 


PACE 


I.  SOl^TtCE:  Mrs 


Housewife 


Occupatioii 


Educat.inii;  Graduated  from  High  School 


QualiflCr'it.lons:  No  formal  training.  Ordinary  Housewife 


•itjUftCE  was  completely  thorough  with  her  description  as  far 
very  cooperative  and  of  average  intelligence,  SOUH 
■r  • ,1 ' orefore  reliability  of  details  questionable. 


II.  RELIAfilLIlT: 
as  she  could  remember, 
changed  shape  of  objeci 


AF  FORM  112— PART  II 

APPROVED  I JUNE  I9J3 


UfYC  i-ASSf. 

(CLASS  tFiCATlQM) 


AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


fROM 


Flight  2-3,  1602 d AISS 


■"^2B-UF0B-li-^5  Phrt  IVo 


PAGE 


PACES 


I.  SOUIiCE:  firs 


Aciiress ; 

■ 

Age:  33 

Occupation;  lioaciewile 

Education:  flradnntod  from  high  school 

Quail ficatio he;:  lio  formal  training.  Ordinary  houccvrife 

II,  RELIABIhiri:  fiOUliCr-,  ci -> 'pu  native  and  of  average  intelligence . SOURCE  did 
not  remsiiiber  si2,e  oi*  nhi'M’  uol  1 enough  to  describe  thoroughly. 


III .  SfjiiRcj'. ' s DESciam  ^ . 
together  at  Lime  of  sigM 
section  I,  Part  one) 


Mp  ;M01iTIi;C; 


SOURCE  and  Mrs. 
n^M^tory  is  same  as  Mrs 


s were 
(See 


AF  FORM  U2— PART  II 

Aprnovco  t june  ois 


(CLASSiriUTION) 


AIR  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


FROM 


Flight  2-B,  U602d  AISS 


2B-UF03-U-55  t’art  three 


PACE 


PACES 


suppLEr-:EHTAf{r  investigative  E?F;:  %TS: 

1.  A check  with  the  McGhee -I^son  Weather  Station  was  made  by  Flight  2-B, 

U602d  AISS  and  the  followir/  iiLforraation  was  received:  As  of  091?00Z  Sep  55  there 
T-fere  no  clouds  or  wind.  Eri^'nt  suni^y  day  with  visibility  of  nine  (9)  miles.  Winds 
were:  surface  5K  fn  300  der;,  6000  ft  lOK  ftii  300  deg,  10000  ft  6k  fm  060  deg,  l6000  , 
ft  8K  fm  OUO  dog,  20000  ft  7K  fm  OUO  deg,  30000  ft  7K  fm  030  deg,  50000  and 

80000  ft  not  available.  As  of  092100Z  Sep  55  the  weather  station  reported  still 
there  were  no  clouds.  Tlia  di'iy  was  still  bright  and  wunry  with  a visibility  of 
nine  (9)  miles.  . 

2.  A chuck  with  the  HcGhce-iyson  flight  flight  service  revealed  three  airplanes 
from  commercial  airlines  uei'e  in  air  at  time  of  sighting.  Airlines  called  but 
reported  negative  obsei’^FjiUons, 

3.  The  astronomei'  1!vt  University  of  Tennessee  has  no  regular  reporting 
channels  for  iiiformatleti  jmhI  therefore  had  no  ini'ormation. 


Knoxville  B'ilt'fi  *',jnier  reported  negative  reports  from  observers. 


5.  'IhG  663d  AC  &.  » 
negative  tracks  in  area 


in  I. tike  City,  Tennessee  was  contacted  and  reported 
jt  ting. 


6,  Pilots  from  McGh 'c-Tj'son  Mun  Aprt  v/ho  vrcjre  talcing  off  .at  time  of  spotting 
were  contacted  andrepoitet  negative  sighting's. 


7,  Base  intellige 


f t 


icer  reported  negative. 


8.  Tlie  Asheville  - Station  in  Asheville,  North  Carolina  (GJHF  2735) 

was  contacted  and  they  ::t  ; they  do  not  send  up  weather* balloons. 

9.  Weather  Bureau  Airport  Station  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee  (GJ  ’ ‘ '210}  was  contacted  and  he  indicated  that  a weather 
balloon  was  released  from  LI 3 station  at  l500Z  on  the  date  of  spotting.  Spotting 
occurred  at  IQOOZ  whicli  oiiiy  a lapse  of  three  hours  for  the  balloon  to  travel 
approximately  175  miles, 

/ 

10.  Maxwell  Flight  Service  in  Montgomery,  Alabama  (FJDD  1015)  was  contacted. 
Captain  Buswell,  Operations  Officer,  reported  no  experimental,  aircraft  in  air  that 
day  and  that  no  flight  plans  were  filed  for  flights  to  be  in  the  area  of  spotting. 
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AF  FORM  112— PART  11 

APPROVES  1 J'JHE  19i6 


(CLAiSinCATlOrt) 


AIR  INTELLiCENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 


FAOM 


Flight  2«D^  U^02d  AISS 


To«T  fK».  p.art  FoTir  Cont'd 

PACE  ^7 
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PAGE3 


COHI'IENTS  of  Preparing  Officer  Continued; 

■ 

fact  that  SOURCE  changed  lior  description  of  the  object  from  being  alnost  square 
in  the  pi'or.imlnaiy  invest,! gatinn  to  being  pointed  like  a rocket  and  having  stubby 
wings  in  the  folloH-np  investigation,  and  one  can  only  wonder  about  the  reliability 
of  this  report. 


JAMES  W lOJLPAiN 
ist  Lt  USAF 
OIC  Flight  2-3 


COtfllElITS  of  Approving  O; 


-*  C 1 


. . 1«  Duo  to  the  change  01’  description  of  the  objoct  froa  "almost  square  and 

about  the  olie  of  a toac‘>  nil  held  at  arms  longth"  to  "pointed  Ilka  a rocket  with 
small  stubby  wings".  It  ^ > la  opinion  of  this  headquarters  that  the  v/ltnoaa  can 
be  considered  unrellabli 

2o  In  view  of  the  i -"ij  it  can  bo  aasumod  that  thp  SOURCE  Is  probably  In 
error  Itl  othol* 'statemen*  ■»  a ich  as  the  duration  of  the  sighting.  It  Is  the  opinion 
of  this  headquarters  that  thi  SOURCE  possibly  lalo Interpreted  one  or  moro  of  the  ' 
aircraft  knovm  to  bo  in  ■•■’•s  area  at  the  tine  of  the  sighting. 


